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August 2009

6 Thursday 8:30 - 10:30 a.m.

The Arc of Whatcom County Board Meeting
The Arcis Dan Godwin Community Center
2602 MclLeod Road

Contact Maureen: 715-0170 ext. 302

6-7 Thurs/Fri 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Southeastern Washington

Autism Conference

Three Rivers Convention Center

7016 W. Grandridge Blvd.

Kennewick, WA 99336

Registration is required

Contact: 920-749-0332

8 Saturday 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Street Law at the Library
Bellingham Public Library
210 Central Avenue

Contact: 671-3079

10 Monday 7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Parent to Parent Support Meeting
2001 H Street

Contact Christine: 255-2056 ext. 1

17 Monday 6:30 - 7:00 p.m.
Spin Dance and Ice Cream Social
Reservations Required!

Max Higbee Center

315 Halleck Street

Contact Amanda: 778-7000

22 Saturday 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Street Law at the Library
Bellingham Public Library

210 Central Avenue

Contact: 671-3079

September 2009

3 Thursday 8:30 - 10:30 a.m.

The Arc of Whatcom County Board Meeting
The Arcis Dan Godwin Community Center
2602 MclLeod Road

Contact Maureen: 715-0170 ext. 302

5 Saturday 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Parent-to-Parentis Sibshop

Outdoor activities for siblings age 10-15
5000 Noon Road

Contact Christine: 255-2056 ext. 1

18 Friday 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.

Autism Support Group

The Arcis Dan Godwin Community Center
2602 MclLeod Road

Contact Beverly: 715-0170 ext. 306

\AII Events are in Bellingham unless otherwise noted. )

The Arc of Whatcom County serves Whatcom

Sto_ries of Trar]sition:
Translating dreams into success

The paramount principle behind the
process of transition is choice and self-
determination: making your own decisions,
and setting your own goals in life. Tim has
learned this lesson
and taken it to heart

in the course of his 11 T TR

journey. His drive
for independence
began in his years
as a student at the
School for the Blind,
were he learned
the importance
of discipline and
determination.

When Tim decided
to pursue his dream
of  becoming a
translator, smart money was on him taking
big strides. He knew he would need to get
experience in the yeld before he could
be hired as a professional translator, so
he began looking, with the help of his
employment vendor Cascade \ocational
Services, and his search eventually lead
him to Western Washington University.

There he met David from the Ofyce of
Accommodations and Disability Support.
David told Tim about their effort to convert
print books into more accessible formats
for students with print or visual disabilities.
Tim was interested in helping, but rather
than work for Western directly, he chose
to start his own business. Now, he runs
Alternative Services for Accessible Print
out of his parentsd home.

Working from home gave him more
freedom to control his schedule and work
load. But setting up a home business is
no small task. Tim was able to realize his
dream by utilizing the services that exist to
support individuals in their transitions.

Skagit and Island Counties.
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Our mission is to improve the qualit:

First, he got a computer, scanner and
text recognition software from Lionds
Club. Then he turned to the Division of
\Vocational Resources and the Division of
Services for the Blind
to get conversion and
translation  software
and technical training.
Last, but certainly not
least, his parents have
been there to help him
every day. Without
their ~ support  his
transition would be far
more difycult, and his
current success would
be unimaginable.

Like Tim, everyone
has skills and talents
that they would like to apply to their
work. Sometimes it can be hard to ynd
a position that properly employs those
abilities to their fullest extent. But with a
steadfast commitment to your goals, and
the willingness to reach out for the help of
the programs and people available to aid in
transition, a solution can often be found.

AiTim Day has played a signiycant role
in creating alternative textbook materials
for college students with disabilities,0 said
David Brunnemer, the director of Disability
Resources for Students at Western
Washington University. fiHe has a natural
sense of language, a personal investment in
text accuracy and a willingness to convert
material across a broad selection of subject
matter. He is an invaluable resource to us,0

Timés passion for language and his desire
to better himself are central to who he is.
filém really proud of Tim,0 his mother said,
fiBeing immersed in the language and the
culture and his respect for others are things
that drive him and are part of who he is.0

of life,

increase the independence, and assure the full incltsion in the community of any person with a developmental disability.






