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On my yrst visit to Whatcom Center
for Early Learning, (WCEL), | enter
through the garden gate and survey the
charming arrangement of play equipment
that inhabits the side yard. At yrst glance
it is not evident that each eye-pleasing
shape has more to offer than its visual
appeal: the low red slide nestled in a hill
affords a safe ride for small bodies unsure
of their limits, and the wavy walkway to
the gazebo offers a changing surface of
hill and valley for little ones to
test and improve their :

January 2004

5 Monday - 4-6pm

The Arc Board of Directors Meeting
360-715-0170

1111 Cornwall Ave. #204, Biham, WA

12 Monday - 4:30-6pm

Whatcom County DD Advisory Board
360-676-6829

1000 N. Forest St., Bellingham, WA

13 Tuesday - Self Advocates in balance.  Although
Leadership (SAIL) stationary, it
360-715-0170 reminds me of
Hilton Seatac, Seattle the rope brldge &
I walked as )
14 Wednesday - 10:00 am a child that |
Advocacy Day in Olympia went up and
1-888-754-8798 down with
www.arcwa.org each step. For

a child struggling
to navigate stairs,
the three broad steps from
the deck to the yard provide a safe yet
challenging journey to explore a new
world. The wiggly oval path, treated
with a sandy, skid-proof surface, invites
toddlers to venture out on a tricycle
and experience the joy and freedom of
fiwheelso for the very yrst time.

I ynd the toddlers inside the Big Blue
House on fiHO Street. The children each
have the beneyt of a comprehensive,
individualized program to address their
speciyc learning needs. Basic motor,
educational, and social skills are taught
and reinforced through the medium of
play, using art, music, movement, snack-
time, and peer interaction. For some
children, their educational plan may also
offer occupational, physical, and speech
therapy in the home. Including outreach
sites, WCEL currently offers 7 weekly
developmental classes for a total of 70
children (with and without special needs)
and serves 43 children with special
needs in Whatcom County. Increased
funding from state and county sources
is at best uncertain. WCEL will need
to attract a committed base of donors
in the years to come to accommodate
the growing number of children waiting
to receive services. Parenting can be
difycult under any circumstance, but
additional support is needed to navigate

19 Monday - 7-9pm
Spin Dance @ Max Higbee Rec Center
733-1828 - 315 Halleck St. Biham

21 Wednesday - 5:30-8:00pm
Legislative Reception in Olympia
5300 Paciyc Avenue SE

For Accommodations: 360-438-3168

26 Monday - 7-8:30pm

Parent to Parent Support Meeting
Whatcom Center for Early Learning
2001 H Sst. Bellingham, WA

RSVP for Childcare 360-255-2056

31 Saturday - 7-8:30 pm
People First @ Max Higbee Rec Center
315 Halleck St. Btham 715-0170

Eebruary 2004

2 Monday - 4-6pm

The Arc Board of Directors Meeting
360-715-0170

1111 Cornwall Ave. #205, Biham, WA

9 Monday - 4:30-6pm

Whatcom County DD Advisory Board
360-676-6829

1000 N. Forest St., Bellingham, WA

26 Thursday - 6:00-8:00pm

WA DD Endowment Trust Fundo
360-715-0170 (see page 4)

1111 Cornwall Ave. #204, Biham, WA

Whatcom Center for Early Learning:
Play with a Purpose

the unfamiliar territory and complex
challenges that come with raising a
child with special needs. Parent groups
meet at the same time as the childrenis
play groups, affording a built-in time to
share emotional and ynancial concerns,
discuss medical treatment, and share
knowledge of available community
resources with others who understand.
For Kelli Bodin, a nurse who met weekly
with other moms from her Lamaze
class, daughter Meganis global
delays were evident at three

J —— months, but Kelli ididnit

L1 Y know any mothers

%ff who had similar
— ) A problems.o

{L After Meganis

o~ physical therapist

referred her to

WCEL, not only

did Megan have a
team of experts who
fiwent over everything

that was going on with
Megan,0 but now Kelli ynally
figot to know other people out there
who have some things going on t00.0
An additional beneyt WCEL offers
is the presence of infant to preschool
siblings who share in the learning
experience. With her yrst-born
attending WCEL, Kelli was concerned
how the birth of her second child would
effect her participation in the program.
She soon learned that her infant was
welcome as well, just as promised in
WCELs mission statement: Whatcom
Center for Early Learning promotes the
optimum development of all Whatcom
County infants and toddlers and their
families with a special focus on children
with developmental delays. AWCEL is
for the whole family and everyone takes
part equally.d Kelli explains. fiMegan
likes to be around kids and that helps
with social skills.0
Lisa Hennigeris support didnit end
when her son Evan, now yve, graduated
from WCEL two years ago. She and
Evan still meet regularly and enjoy
friendship and support with some of
the other moms and children from their
WCEL play group. fl left WCEL with
nothing but good feelings,0 Lisa shared.
iThey have hearts of gold and were so
helpful and practical. They couldnit
solve every problem we had, but they
were going to try.0 Lisa now helps out
weekly with Ferndale Toddler Time,

Continued on page 5...

The Arc of Whatcom County serves Whatcom, Skagit and Island Counties. Our mission is to improve the quality of life, increase the
independence, and asssure the full inclusion in the community of any person with a developmental disability.







