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The Arc of Whatcom County serves Whatcom, Skagit and Island Counties.  Our mission is to improve the quality of life, increase the 
independence, and asssure the full inclusion in the community of any person with a developmental disability.
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CALENDAR
April 2004
Fridays - 10:00am-11:30am
Birth to Three Specialized Playgroup
360-734-5121 X225 Shari Humes
Kidsô Center 3230 Meridian Street
17 Saturday - 9:00am-3:00pm
Parent Advocacy Training
360-715-0170
1111 Cornwall Ave. #204, Bellingham
19 Monday - 7:00pm
Parent to Parent Support Meeting
360-255-2056
2001 H Street, Bellingham, WA
20 Tuesday - 6:00pm-8:00pm
Self-Employment, Is it Right for You?
360-676-6829
1000 N. Forest St., Suite 204
29 Thursday
Infant and Early Childhood Conference
Two-day conference/50 workshops
Tracy Ulrich 360-629-8181
May 2004
1 Saturday - 8:30am-4:15pm
Explosive/Noncompliant Child/Teen
206-232-8680 
Kane Hall 130, Univ. of Washington
3 Monday - 4:00pm-6:00pm
The Arc Board of Directors Meeting
360-715-0170
1111 Cornwall Ave. #204, Bôham, WA
4 Tuesday - 5:30pm-8:00pm
Social Security Work Incentives
360-676-6829
1000 N. Forest St., Suite 204
5-8 Wednesday - Saturday
Building on Family Strengths
National Conference/Children & Family
921 S.W. Sixth Avenue, Portland, OR
Lyn Gordon 503-725-4114
7 Friday - 5:30pm-7:00pm
Arc Membership Drive/Pizza Party!
360-715-0170
Max Higbee Center
315 Halleck Street, Bellingham, WA
8 Saturday - 7:00pm-11:00pm
Whatcom Center for Early Learning
30th Anniversary Celebration
Bellingham Eagleôs Hall
112 N. Forest Street 
10 Monday - 4:30pm-6:00pm
Whatcom County DD Advisory Board
360-715-0170
1000 N. Forest St., Bellingham, WA
17 Monday - 7:00pm
Parent to Parent Support Meeting
360-255-2056
2001 H Street, Bellingham, WA Continued on page 5...

J O I N T  P R O C L A M A T I O N

 WHEREAS, a developmental disability is a condition  
       which affects more than 7 million   
       Americans and their families; and
 WHEREAS, public awareness and education enhance  
       a communityôs understanding of the 
       issues affecting people with  
       developmental disabilities; and
 WHEREAS, persons with developmental disabilities 
       are vital and vibrant members of our 
       communities, improving the quality of
                            life for all of us; and
 WHEREAS, the month of March has been designated 
       National Developmental Disabilities  
       Awareness Month, with more than   
       120,000 members and 1,000 chapters  
       of The Arc undertaking public awareness,  
       educational and fundraising initiatives; 
       and
 WHEREAS, The Arc of Whatcom County is the areaôs 
       leading volunteer-based organization  
       advocating for and with people with  
       developmental disabilities and their  
       families;

 NOW, THEREFORE, we, Mark Asmundson, Mayor 
of the City of Bellingham, and Pete Kremen, Whatcom 
County Executive, do hereby proclaim March 2004 as

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
AWARENESS MONTH

in the City of Bellingham and Whatcom County and urge 
all citizens to give full support of efforts towards enabling 
people with developmental disabilities to live full and 
productive lives of inclusion in our communities. 

Signed this 1st day of March, 2004   

Whatcom County & City of Bellingham Proclaim  
Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month
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The Latest in Washington D.C. and Washington State
Toll Free Legislative Hotline:

1-800-562-6000

Division of Developmental Disabilities
Four New Federal Waivers

The BASIC WAIVER is intended for 
people who live in their own home, or with 
family; do not need out-of-home residential 
services; meet ICF/MR* level of care 
guidelines, but have a strong natural support 
system; and need additional services. 

Å Behavior Management & Consultation, Community 
Guide, Environmental Accessibility, Adaptations, 
Specialized Medical Equipment/Supplies, Occupational 
Therapy, Specialized Psychiatric Services, Physical 
Therapy; Respite Care, Speech, Hearing and 
Language Services, Staff/Family Consultation and 
Training, Transportation. Yearly Limit - $1425 per 
year on any combination.
Å Person to Person, Supported Employment, 
Community Access, Pre-vocational Services, Yearly 
Limit - $6500 per year on any combination.  
Å Mental Health Diversion Services, Behavior 
Management and Consultation, Crisis Respite Care, 
and Specialized Psychiatric Services, Yearly Limit 
determined by Mental Health or DDD. 
Å Personal Care, Yearly Limit determined by the 
CARE assessment.  
Å Emergency Assistance; Yearly Limit - $6000 per 
year; pre-authorization required.

The BASIC PLUS WAIVER is intended for 
people who live with their family or in another 
setting with assistance; are at high risk of 
out-of-home placement and meet ICF/MR 
guidelines.

Å Skilled Nursing and all of the general services in the 
Basic Waiver, Yearly Limit - $6070 per year on any 
combination.  
Å Person to Person, Supported Employment, Community 
Access, Pre-vocational Services, Yearly Limit - $9500 
per year on any combination. In some situations, 
this limit may be increased to a maximum of $19,000 
based on assessed client need and only with prior 
authorization. 
Å Mental Health Diversion Services, Behavior 
Management and Consultation, Crisis Respite Care, 
Specialized Psychiatric Services, Skilled Nursing, Yearly 
Limit -  determined by Mental Health or DDD. 
Å Personal Care, Yearly Limit determined by the 
CARE assessment. 
Å Adult Foster Care (Adult Family Home), Adult 
Residential Care (Boarding Home) Yearly Limit - 
determined per department rate structure in 
CARE. 
Å Emergency Assistance, Yearly Limit - $6000 per 
year; pre-authorization required.

The CORE WAIVER is intended for people 
requiring residential habilitation services or 
who live at home, but are at immediate risk 
of out of home placement.

Å Residential Habilitation and all of the Basic Plus 
services except Emergency Assistance, Yearly Limit 
- average cost of an ICF/MR for any combination 
of services necessary to meet assessed client 
need.

*With all due respect to language, ICF/MR is an acronym 
used by the Division of Developmental Disabilities to refer 
to an Intermediate Care Facility for the Mentally Retarded. 

The COMMUNITY PROTECTION WAIVER 
is intended for people who need on-site, 24- 
hour supervision in order to ensure the safety 
of others, are found by DDD to meet the 
criteria for ñcommunity protection,ò require 
therapies or habilitation services, and meet 
the criteria for ICF/MR level of care. 
ÅAll Core services except Personal Care, Respite, 
Community Guide, and Community Access.  Note: 
some deý nitions differ in this waiver. Yearly Limit 
- Limited to the average cost of an ICF/MR for 
any combination of services necessary to meet 
assessed client need.  Residential services are 
offered only in DDD Certiý ed Supported Living. 
Client must agree to Community Protection care 
plan.

For more information contact The Arc of Whatcom County at: 360-715-0170 OR The Division of Developmental Disabilities 
at: http://www1.dshs.wa.gov/ddd/waivers.shtml                                                        [Excerpt from March 23 Fact Sheet]




