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Steve and I want to thank Kerry Hodgkinson and all 
the wonderful friends we have made through P2P and 
all the great people at WCEL.  As everyone knows, 
itôs hard being the parent of a ñdifferently abledò 
child, but you all made it a little easier by your caring, 
understanding and friendship.  
Cori would not want any of you to be sad for her.... 
she loved her life here and you can be sure she loves 
her life now!
She would want you to keep ýghting the ýght for all 
special kids and to love your special child all the more 
for all the differences thay have made in your life.
She knows that the difference she made in our life is 
eternal.
The following poem expresses how I feel about my 
little girl.

Stacy Berndtson

   The Cord
We are connected,
My child and I, by
An invisible cord

Not seen by the eye.
Itôs not like the cord

That connects us ótil birth
This cord canôt be seen

By any on Earth.
This cord does itôs work

Right from the start.
It binds us together

Attached to my heart.
I know that itôs there

Though no one can see
The invisible cord

From my child to me.
The strength of this cord

Is hard to describe.
It canôt be destroyed
It canôt be denied.

Itôs stronger than any cord
Man could create

It withstands the test
Can hold any weight.

And though you are gone,
Though youôre not here with me,

The cord is still there
But no one can see.
It pulls at my heart

I am bruised.... I am sore,
But this cord is my lifeline

As never before.
I am thankful that God
Connects us this way
A mother and child

Death canôt take it away!

Written by Terri Apostolakos
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